The Truth about the Blessed Virgin Mary
The good Catholic puts Jesus Christ at the center of his life. As for the Blessed Virgin Mary, he loves and
honors her as the highest of all of God’s creation. Mary is the most beloved daughter of God the Father,
the Mother of Jesus, and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit.
The name Mary, having a Hebrew origin, means “The Beautiful.” Indeed, she is as a beautiful blooming
flower of the Lord God because the Lord gave endless favors upon her. Of all God’s creation, Mary is the
Crown, after the Holy Trinity and above the angels.
Why do we honor Mary?
There are three words we use in terms of worship and
reverence: Latria, worship and adoration reserved for God alone;
dulia, the reverence we give to the saints; hyperdulia, the extra
special reverence we give to Mary because she is not just one among
the saints. She, as the mother of God, is special. She is not worshiped
in adoration but in honor only.
Worship can mean adoration (latria) or mere honor (dulia or
hyperdulia). Catholics do not honor her any more than the great
honor already bestowed on her by God by making her his own
mother. Just as Christ obeyed the Law of honoring his mother and
Father, so we imitate Christ.
Catholics most certainly love her and honor her as they do all
the angels and saints.

Four dogmas stating Mary’s relationship with God
and her role in salvation history:
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Divine Motherhood—Mary is the Mother of God.



Perpetual Virginity—Mary was and is Virgin before, in, and
after Christ’s birth.



Immaculate Conception—Mary, from the moment of
conception, was without sin. Solemnity is December 8.



The Assumption—Mary was taken, body and soul, into
heaven. Feast day is August 15.
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St. John Bosco, known for his dreams, had his most famous dream
regarding the great struggle the Church would endure in the 20th
Century. In the dream, the Church was a ship in the middle of a
great storm. Two columns rose from the sea to defend the ship. At
the top of the higher column was the Blessed Sacrament, and the
top of the lower column was the Blessed Mother. St. John Bosco
said of the dream, “I foresee that some of the greatest trials in the
Catholic Church’s history await her in the next century. God is
giving only two means to defend His Church. [Devotions to] Jesus
in the Most Blessed Sacrament, and Our Lady.”

“. . .To Jesus through Mary . . .”
St. Louis de Montfort
The last words of Mary in Sacred Scripture were at
the Wedding Feast at Cana: “Do whatever he tells
you” (John 2:5). Mary, then, has no hidden agenda,
but she helps us do whatever Jesus is asking us to
do.

St. John the Evangelist was more faithful to Jesus
than the others because he remained close to His
Mother. Remain close to Mary, and Mary will
keep you close to Jesus!

On May 13th, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, the Marian apparition to the three shepherd children in
Fatima, Portugal, we will be installing a statue of the Blessed Mother in the Adoration Chapel. Let not
just the statue, but the living presence of Mary, help you worship Jesus. Let us remember that she is the
first one to love, adore, and worship Jesus for she was the first tabernacle the Lord Jesus occupied.

